TEACHERS OF THE DECCAN
4.   TUKARAM
OF all Marathi poets there is none who has achieved
such popularity as Tukaram. His father was one
Boloji, a petty grocer of Dehu Village, fourteen
miles north-east of Poona. He was descended from
a pious ancestor called Vishwambhar, who built a
temple to Krishna and Rukmini on the banks of the
Indrayani River. Tukaram, born in A.D. 1607
was the second son of Boloji. His eldest brother
Savji was an ascetic from his earliest years; so
Boloba looked to Tukaram to help him carry on the
business. When Tukaram was only thirteen, he
was admitted to its secrets and for five years he was
a great help to his father. Then his father and
mother died. Bad years came and Tukaram's first
wife Rakma and his little son Shivaji died of priva-
tions. Savji became a wandering anchorite and dis-
appeared. Tukaram proved unequal to these repeat-
ed misfortunes. He gave up the family business
and devoted himself to religion and especially to
the worship of Krishna and Rukmini.
Tukaram had a second wife Avalai, whose name
has become in Marathi the equivalent of a scold or
termagant; but there is no doubt that, although at
times a sore trial to Tukaram, she loyally worked
for him and his children like a common labourer.
Many are the stories told of their relations. One
day when she was bathing, Tukaram gave away her
clothes to a passing beggar. Another day Tukaram
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